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ENGLISH POLICY
Purpose of study 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to write and speak fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society. 
Access and Entitlement

Curricular Balance
English is taught as a subject in its own right, but is also a main thread throughout the curriculum, due to our thematic approach to planning, teaching and learning.  

Differentiation

Children enter school with different language experiences.  We build upon these by providing appropriate differentiated teaching so that each child is challenged and extended.  This approach is continued throughout the school. We provide opportunities for children to use and understand language in a variety of contexts and so develop communication skills to a high standard. 

Aims
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the written and spoken word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. We provide all our children with a wide experience of language through a structured, progressive, balanced and varied programme so that they become competent, confident users of language in all its forms.  We aim for each child to become literate and articulate according to their potential.

Through our curriculum we aim to ensure that all pupils: 
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

Spoken language
We encourage our pupils to speak with confidence and fluency, to communicate to different audiences in a range of contexts by adapting their vocabulary, tone, pace and style.  This will involve:  speaking and listening in a variety of situations, both formal and informal; responding to literature; giving and receiving instructions; listening with attention and asking relevant questions; interacting and discussing; sharing experiences and partaking in role play.

Reading

Our aim is to develop our children’s reading so that they see it as a skill that is enjoyable and necessary across the curriculum – a skill for life. 
· To build on what each child can do on entering school by developing the language and experiences from home.

· Actively encourage parents to participate in their child’s reading.

· To provide the child with a range of strategies to decode texts.

· A child should be able to read fluently and with understanding from a wide range of material.

· To enjoy reading for different purposes – information, interest or entertainment.

· To be able to select appropriate material and formulate questions when information seeking.

· Use strategies for different types of material e.g. skimming, scanning and use contents, index, classifications etc.

· Be aware of various authors and illustrators and appreciate differing styles.

· To be able to offer their opinion on a text.
Writing
The writing curriculum consists of transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).
We want our children to be able to write fluently, independently, confidently and imaginatively for a range of purposes and audiences using a wide range of stimuli.  A child should use grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS) accurately and produce a legible, cursive style of handwriting.  We aim for our pupils to acquire a working knowledge of how standard English is structured by using the correct terminology.
Strategies and Implementation
Spoken language
We give our children opportunities to articulate their ideas in a variety of contexts.  We give them confidence as speakers and listeners by valuing their contributions.  Speaking and listening skills are developed through asking/answering questions, discussing, planning and collaborating, group discussion and interaction, giving information – following instructions, debating and role-play and drama.

We assess our children’s development in spoken language through on-going teacher assessment.

Reading

We approach reading by building on the child’s pre-school knowledge of print.  This is important in building self-confidence and motivation.  We involve parents from the start by encouraging them to take an active and supportive role in their children's reading.  The school’s approach to teaching reading is explained in an induction session with the parents prior to their children starting school.  Each child is given a termly ‘Home-School Diary’ which they are encouraged to use on a daily basis; recording their reading at home and at school. Parents are given information about how to positively support their child’s reading and parents are invited to make comments and contributions too.  
The use of reading schemes is enriched by a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books to challenge all levels of ability.  All of ‘schemed’ books in EYFS and KS1 are phonically decodable books; these are used alongside the teaching of phonics, using the ‘Anima Phonics’ Programme. Children are encouraged to develop the skills of selection in choosing a book.  In KS1 children read regularly with their teachers or another adult as well as ‘Group Reading’.  In KS2 children read regularly both individually and with a teacher or adult during ‘Group Reading’. They are encouraged to have a more critical approach to their choice of text and also to make valuable use of reference material.

Each class has a ‘book collection’, and children are encouraged to read independently.  Whole Class text sessions help introduce children to different authors and texts and can encourage critical awareness.  Different cultures, lifestyles and interests are taken into account when books are selected.  There is a central library area with non-fiction books (this is categorised in the Dewey System) that children can borrow and take home.
Children with reading difficulties are identified in the early stages and are given appropriate help and support.  Parents are informed and where necessary regular review meetings are held to discuss progress.  Currently each child is tested to ascertain their reading level.

Spelling

From the beginning children are taught through a multi-sensory approach.  Our children are encouraged to become independent by using word banks, lists and word books and also to use a wide range of dictionaries.

Children practice their spellings by using a Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check method.  The purpose of spelling is communication, but we accept that in order for children to write freely and confidently, they will deviate from conventional spelling.  However, mis-spellings are not ignored. Although individual mis-spellings may not always be corrected, teachers will diagnose the pattern of spelling errors and concentrate on particular letter strings using various strategies.  In EYFS and KS1 children learn to read and spell through a daily phonics lesson, using the Anima Phonics Programme (from April 2022.)  The children are given opportunities to apply these skills throughout the week.  In KS2 children investigate words based on letter strings and Core vocabulary; this is done predominantly through ‘Early Morning Work’; each child has a weekly list of spellings, to practise and learn which they work through each day.  Children with learning difficulties in spelling, work on individual spelling programmes, such as ‘Precision Teaching’, often supported by a Teaching Assistant. 
Handwriting

We teach all children to form the letters correctly.  All children are taught to form each letter correctly in EYFS. We introduce a cursive style of handwriting at the beginning of KS1, supported using the programme, ‘Letter Join’. It is taught as a separate skill from writing in its creative form.  The children will be taught writing patterns using various tools as well as introduced to joined groupings of letters and then whole word shapes – beginning with their own names.  All pupils have regular handwriting sessions where they are encouraged to use the correct control and letter formation.  The needs of left-handed children are taken into consideration.  The teaching of cursive handwriting is linked to spelling and emphasis is put on presentation.  Initially children will use pencils; progressing to handwriting pens when appropriate.
Writing
We build on the child’s pre-school writing skills and knowledge of environmental print.  We encourage children to write independently from Reception and see writing skills as a developmental process.    Children have the opportunity to write for a purpose and a range of audiences in a variety of forms including stories, letters, poems, invitations, lists, instructions, research notes, reporting and recording diaries and labelling.  A wide range of stimulus is used to promote and encourage writing, such as film, stories and artefacts. As they develop their writing skills they will be taught how to plan, draft and edit their writing, constructing well-chosen sentences and vocabulary.  They will be encouraged to develop an ability to appraise their own or other’s writing.  The computer may be used for drafting and composing.  Grammar and punctuation and spelling (GPS) will be taught, in the main, through the daily English lesson, but sometimes as a discrete lesson. We aim for the children to apply their GPS skills to their own writing.
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